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The latest situation 
- The City of Helsinki owns all of the airport after purchasing the state’s properties in its area 
- In City of Helsinki’s general plan proposal, Malmi Airport has been be turned into a residential area 
- The City Council votes on the general plan in autumn 2016 
- The State-owned airport operator Finavia is to leave Malmi Airport by the end of 2016 
- An alternative operator is negotiating with the city about the continuation of flight operations 
 
Malmi is living cultural heritage and invaluable because it is still an active airport 
- Europa Nostra and the European Investment Bank Institute named Malmi Airport as one of Europe’s Seven Most 

Endangered cultural heritage sites in 2016 
- Malmi has also received other international recognition (World Monuments Fund and Docomomo International) 

and has been listed as a Built Cultural Environment of National Significance by the National Board of Antiquities 
- Helsinki’s proposed general plan, if implemented, would result in irreparable damage by destroying the Airport’s 

unique cultural heritage value – preserving the buildings is not enough 
- Malmi Airport is possibly the world's best preserved airport from the early days of passenger air traffic, and 

should be proposed to the UNESCO World Heritage List as suggested by the National Board of Antiquities 
 
The fate of Malmi is not the concern of Helsinki, but also of all Finland and Europe 
- The matter is not only political, but involves much higher values 
- Malmi is Finland's second busiest airfield, and the only airport suitable for general aviation in the capital region 
- A large portion of all Finnish pilots have been educated at Malmi – the termination of operations would 

compromise the entire aviation industry in Finland 
- Residents of Helsinki and Uusimaa province want to keep the airport – only 15% are in favor of residential 

construction 
- In spite of opinion polls, cultural values and other facts, Helsinki is already working on a street plan even though 

the general plan and even the regional plan are unfinished and unapproved 
 
Environmental organizations want to keep the field in its present form 
- Malmi has for 80 years been a free open biotope area with unique fauna and flora, not found anywhere else in 

Helsinki region 
- The area of Malmi Airport has been observed to host a number of threatened and near-threatened species 
- Massive construction would destroy the Longinoja as a valuable trout brook 
- From the point of view of sustainable development, existing environments should be favored, not destroyed 
 
City airports and the green future of aviation as competitive elements 
- Unscheduled travel by small aircraft is the fastest growing sector of aviation, and city airports are in great 

demand in the future 
- New technology will substantially reduce the environmental impact of aviation: electric and hybrid technologies 

are making their way from roads into aviation too 
- Competition between cities over foreign investments is growing. The countries competing against Finland have 

city airports that are being developed to attract international companies and investments 
- It would be shortsighted to close Malmi Airport now, as it may prove to be very important in the future 
 
Malmi is needed as an airport, not as building land 
- Helsinki has building land even without Malmi: "There’s no end to building land here" (Mikko Aho, Head of the 

Helsinki City Planning Department in Helsingin Sanomat, 16 Feb 2015) 
- The Parliamentary Transport Committee made a statement in favor of small city airports in February 2016: "The 

operational possibilities of regional airports should also be developed in connection with the [aviation] strategy, 
particularly bearing in mind direct international flights and even long-haul flights, as well as the operational 
possibilities of small city airports such as Malmi and Bromma. 


