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Malmi
Under Threat
Finland’s second-busiest airport is under threat 
of imminent closure.  Marjo Cunningham 
reports on the latest developments, and a fly-in 
held to celebrate its 80th birthday.

T
his year, Malmi (HEM) celebrated 
the 80th anniversary of its first 
passenger flight – when a Junkers 
52/3 arrived from Stockholm 

Bromma with seven passengers on board.
Six miles (10km) from the centre of 

Helsinki, the airport was the first to 
serve the city until Vantaa opened in 
1952, and one of the first in the world 
to be designed to handle international 
traffic.  Although regular passenger 
services have transferred to the newer 
facility, Malmi is still a thriving centre 
for general aviation and is also home 
to the Finnish Border Guard, the city’s 
rescue services and customs.

Europa Nostra, an organisation 
dedicated to safeguarding European 
cultural and natural heritage in danger of 
being lost forever, has identified Malmi as 
the best preserved of the three pre-World 
War Two airports on the continent with 
original facilities intact – the others are 
Lido in Italy and Shoreham in the UK.

The organisation claims the airport 
buildings are of outstanding 
international value and says 
that, in line with cultural 
her itage regulat ions, 
its facilities should be 
protected.
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On March 16, Europa Nostra listed 
Malmi as one of the seven most 
endangered cultural heritage sites 
in Europe, reinforcing the World 
Monuments Fund – including the 
airport’s well-preserved 1930s 
architecture – on its list of 100 Most 
Endangered Cultural Sites in 2004 
and 2006.

Ten Years Under Threat
Malmi has been under threat since it 
was first suggested, more than a decade 
ago, that its land be used for housing.  
Helsinki identified a large area of local 
land for residential development ten 
years ago, but due to local politics and 
concerns about nature conservation, 
development has not yet commenced.  
However, since then the threat has 
become more significant.

On March 25, 2014, the Finnish 
Government decided in principle 
to close down Malmi Airport for 
residential development by the early 
2020s.  A prerequisite to the decision 
is that the Border Guard and civil 
aviation activities are transferred to 
an alternative airfield.

A public organisation with an objective 
to campaign against the closure was 
launched when plans to redevelop the 
airfield first emerged.  The Friends of 

 Malmi was the 
main airport serving 
Helsinki until the 
1950s.  Passengers 
board Junkers 
52s OH-ALL and 
D-AHUS in this 
scene from the 
1930s.  (Wikimedia 
Commons/Neittamo)

 In a scene 
reminiscent of 
the 1940s, DC 
Association’s 
Douglas DC-3 
OH-LCH, in period 
Finnish Airlines 
colours, sits in front 
of Malmi’s iconic 
terminal and control 
tower.  (Raine 
Haikarainen)

 Helsinki’s original 
airport is currently 
a thriving general 
aviation facility.  The 
circular terminal 
building is one of 
the outstanding 
features of its 
architectural 
heritage.   
(Sonja Wesa)
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Malmi Airport is an active and enthusiastic 
group that strives to preserve the facility as 
a working and cultural treasure.  The society 
has collected more than 71,000 signatures 
for its ‘Save Malmi Airport’ petition (www.
malmiairport.fi/en), and an independent polls 
show that 68% of the inhabitants of Finland’s 
capital region are in favour of the airport 
remaining open.

The Chairman of the Friends of Malmi 
Airport, Timo Hyvönen, is keen to stress 
he believes the future of the airport is 
of concern not just in Helsinki, but to the 
whole of Finland.  Malmi serves the fastest 
growing sector of aviation, unscheduled 
travel in smaller aircraft.  Demand for flights 
to downtown city airports is increasing 
and HEM also offers an extensive range 
of aviation services, from aircraft and 
helicopter repairs and maintenance to 
aircraft rental.

In June this year a group from Europa 
Nostra and the EIB Institute (a part of 
the European Investment Bank) met local 
authorities and representatives of the 
public support groups set up to preserve 
Malmi airport.  At a public conference, it 
was suggested that “given Malmi Airport’s 
outstanding architecture, which is of 
international significance, and the very 
strong public support for its preservation, 
the City of Helsinki should implement its 
residential plan in an alternative area 
without impairing the function of the 
airport as it is.”

The Chairman of Europa Nostra Norway, Erik 
Schultz, said it is “rather surprising” that the 
importance of airports and the growth of the 
aviation sector are not being recognised.  He 
observed that with air traffic growing rapidly 

 Airport Statistics
IATA Code: HEM
ICAO Code: EFHF
Location: N60°15.23’ / E25°2.65’
Elevation: 58ft (18m)
Runways:  18/36 4,199x98ft 

(1,280x30m)
  09/27 3,360x98ft 

(1,024x30m)
Frequencies: Ground 121.60
 Tower 119.70, 131.25
Website: http://www.malmiairport.fi/en/

 The interior of 
the main terminal 
building is remarkably 
well preserved, 
and has become 
a popular meeting 
point for aircraft 
watchers.  (Raine 
Haikarainen)

 The three fly-ins 
held at Malmi have 
all been popular.  This 
is a view of an event 
held at the airport in 
2009.  (Wikimedia 
Commons / Don 
Wright)

 Chairman of the 
Friends of Malmi 
Airport Timo Hyvönen 
and his Van’s RV-6E 
OH-XTH in front of 
the terminal building.  
(Raine Haikarainen)
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and most European capitals possessing 
several airports, Finland is intending to 
close the capital’s secondary airport at 
a time when large airports are becoming 
more and more congested.  Schultz added: 
“In the light of the recent terror attacks 
in Europe, closing down Malmi seems 
premature, and a high-risk strategy.”

Celebratory Fly-In
Malmi Airport is open to visitors year 

round, and also holds popular open days 
during which many enjoy a ringside 
view of the operations.  Aviation and 
other public events regularly take 
place at the airport, and draw tens of 
thousands of visitors every year.  And 
almost every day, spectators take lunch 
in the restaurant while watching the 
comings and goings from the second 
busiest airport in the country.

During the weekend of May 28-29, the 
third Helsinki Fly-In took place at HEM, 
to celebrate the airport’s 80th birthday 
and to continue to raise awareness that 
its future is under threat.  It might be 
the last such major aviation event here.  
Pilots and aviation enthusiasts were 
encouraged to attend, and the public 
were able to take part in guided tours 
of the facilities.  A significant number 
of private aircraft visited, as did the only 
airworthy Douglas DC-3 in the country, 
OH-LCH, flown by DC Association in 
1940s Finnish Airlines livery. 

There are still 
plenty of green 

areas around the 
airport, causing 
campaigners to 

question whether 
building on the 

airfield is the best 
solution to Helsinki’s 

ever-increasing 
need for additional 
housing.  (Tuomas 

Kuosmanen)

Crowds flocked to Malmi during the recent fly-in.  (Sampo Kiviniemi)
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